PARC and Al-Reef developmental interventions for 2019
in Jericho city and Jordan Valley
The Palestinian Jordan valley, especially the northern areas of the Jordan Valley, are the most targeted
areas by Israeli occupation throughout Palestine. Over the decades, there has been systematic forced
displacement of the inhabitants in this area by the occupation. The population in the Jordan Valley and
until 1967 was estimated at about 250,0001 Palestinian inhabitants. Population growth would be normal
like anywhere in the world, however, in the Palestinian case it is different. Today, the city of Jericho, which
also includes the Palestinian inhabitants in the Jordan Valley, constitutes about 55,000 inhabitants; only
2 percent of the Palestinian population in the West Bank. This is due to the previous and continuous
occupation policies and practices in this vital area; the food basket for Palestinians.
The Jordan valley comprises almost 30% of the West Bank total area and almost 90% of its area has been
designated as area C, which means it’s under full Israeli control; Palestinian Authority cannot work in this
area, and the only services are provided through Non-Governmental Organizations. Those areas suffer
from demolitions and direct methods for displacements. The remaining 10% are home for Palestinian
communities and the city of Jericho.

The Agricultural Development Association (PARC) started its work in the Jordan Valley in 1983; the year
of its establishment by a group of agronomists volunteers, to strengthen the resilience of farmers and
women in their lands in the Jordan Valley. It built farmers and women capacities in agriculture and best
practices and provided tailored extension services; to enhance the production skills, knowledge and
productivity of farmers.
PARC work in the Jordan Valley has 6 pillars; household economy, resources utilization (land and water),
modern extension services, climate change, mobilization of small producers, and service bundle for access
to market (i.e. linkages, certifications, ...etc.).
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In 1997, PARC introduced and distributed the medjoul dates seedlings for small farmers, as it captured
opportunity in this high value variety of dates, and which the occupation has started to grow, and at a
large scale. The small farmers were capacitated in best practices, received extension services, and service
bundle to access local and international markets.
Today, Palestinian medjoul dates are exported to international markets including the EU, such as Italy.
This is the result of many years of work on farmer’s resilience in one of the most oppressed areas and
communities in the West Bank. This is done through the cooperation between PARC and Al Reef for
Investment and Agricultural Marketing, which used to be a department in PARC, and now it is an
independent company (LTD), that provides quality assurance, linkages, and marketing services for small
scale producers.
Since 1983 and until this moment, PARC has provided and is still providing urgent humanitarian
intervention in this critical area, because of the very complex situations and violations of basic human
rights and international human rights. PARC continues to incorporate development work even in
humanitarian interventions; finding itself in situations that force the Palestinian case to de-development,
where urgent humanitarian interventions are more pressing, existent and continuous.
Some of the developmental activities and projects:
1. Providing agricultural and drinkable water conveyor lines in villages: Tammoun, Atouf, Kardala,
Bardala, Ein Al-Beida, Jiftlik and Ouja.
Donors: Canada, OCHA and Arab bank funds.

2. Construction of houses of filling stations (3) for seedless grapes and other harvests in: Jiftlik,
Tammoun and Nasarieh.
Donors: Oxfam International and The Netherlands Representative office in P.A.

2

3. Opening agricultural roads in: Nasarieh, Jiftlik, Ouja, Tammoun, Kardala and Bardala. Different
funds.

4. Planting seedlings (a yearly campaign) such as grapes, avocado and guava…etc. in the Jordan
valley.

5. Planting rang seeds for livestock breeders in: Atouf and the northern and central Jordan valley.
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6. Rehabilitation and construction of houses (more than 200 houses) for marginalized and small
scale farmers and livestock breeders (Bedouins) in: Jiftlik, Ouja, Marj Ne’meh, Al-Faroush and
Beit Dajan.

7. Rehabilitation and establishment of collective water wells for livestock breeders in the northern
and central valley (40 wells for Bedouins).

8. Rehabilitation for livestock sheds and Bedouins gatherings (200 sheds) in: Al Khan Al-Ahmar, and
the Bedouins Gatherings in Jordan valley.
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9. School rehabilitation for Bedouins in Al Khan Al-Ahmar.

10. Organizing a program for developing and certifying organic agriculture for medjoul dates in:
Jiftlik, Ouja and Jericho.

11. Agronomists training program for fresh graduates in Jericho at the Agronomists Training Center,
which 1600 agronomists graduated from throughout 18 years.
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12. Planting Za’tar for women co-operatives for export purposes in: Ein Al-Beida, Kardala and
Nasarieh.

13. Construction of water dams in Froush Beit Dajan.

14. Supporting construction units for goat cheese manufacturers.
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15. Since 2009, Al-Reef established a modern factory for dates filling, packaging and cooling
refredgirators to support Palestinian farmers in Jericho and Jordan Valley. It created job
opportunities for 40 workers. Al-Reef also established a lab to test the dates quality.

16. Support for establishing a women cooperative in Jericho to produce Maftoul, this contributed in
providing job opportunities for 30 women and exporting hundreds of tons of this product.
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Organic Agriculture:
An alternative agricultural system
Al-Reef Fair Trade encourages farmers to change their farming practices by going organic, this requires
time and investment. Al-Reef plays a huge role in supporting and meeting farmers’ needs in order to
export and sell the best quality of Palestinian agricultural products locally and internationally.
Al-Reef has succeeded to obtain several organic certificates issued by Company of Organic Agriculture in
Palestine (COAP).
Organic Certification for:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Al-Reef’s Medjoul dates factory in Jericho.
Al-Reef’s dates farm in Jericho.
Amjad Barakat’s (Palestinian farmer) dates farm in Jiftlik.
Aman farm for producing organic wheat in Jenin.

* One of Al-Reef’s Organic certificates*
8

